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(rEXr  LKMKX  — 

Population.  — The  nmuher  of  imnates  tiikeii  in  ni}'  house  to  liouse 
inspection  of  cottej^es  has  varied  very  slightly  this 
year — 1,219  ag'ain--t  1,235  last  year  and  1.254  tho  year 
})efore.  This  is  my  only  means  of  estiinatinj?  the 
population  of  the  district  and  I therefore  leave  it  at 
2,450  as  before. 

Births. — There  was  some  increase  in  the  nuinher  of  births.  42 
were  registered  during  the  3’eai',  23  boys  and  19  girls, 
giving  a rate  of  16-75  per  1,000,  about  10  per  1,000 
below  the  average  throughout  the  country.  This  is 
higher  than  the  record  for  the  last  4 years,  but  the 
average  in  the  district  for  the  past  10  years  was  49, 
a rate  of  19-45. 
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Dsaths. — There  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  registered.  There  were  more  than  in  either  of 
the  last  5 years.  They  numbered  33,  a rate  of  13  46 
per  1,000.  The  increase  was  principally  due  to  heart 
diseases  and  ‘'other  tuberculous  diseases.”  There 
were  no  deaths  recorded  in  January  and  March,  but 
July  and  December  were  very  fatal,  with  6 deaths 
in  each.  The  average  for  the  last  10  ye.irs  was  32  5 
giving  a rate  of  12-86  per  1,000,  The  deaths  of  two 
‘‘  residents”  occurring  in  Totnes  Workhouse  make  the 
total  33,  giving  a rate  of  14  28  per  1,000. 

There  w’ere  two  deaths  under  1 year,  one  from 
premature  birth,  the  other  from  tuberculous  disease. 
Three  deaths  from  1 to  5 years,  one  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  one  from  tuberculous  disease  and  the 
third  from  heart  disease.  One  from  3 to  13,  due  to 
diphtheria.  Three  from  15  to  23,  one  from  jculmonary 
tuberculosis  and  two  from  tubcjrculous  disease.  Nine 
from  23  to  63,  one  from  puliiion  iiy  tuberculosis,  two 
from  cancer,  one^from  bronchitis,  one  fiom  pneumonia, 
three  from  heart  disease  and  one  from  chronic  nephritis. 
Fifteen  fiom  63  upwards  one  from  tuberculous  disease, 
three  from  cancer,  two  from  bronchitis,  four  from  heart 
disease,  four  from  senile  dc<cay.  and  one  from  volvulus. 
The  aveiagr)  age  of  the  fifteen  over  63  years  of  age 
was  a little  over  74.  The  two  deaths  in  the  workhouse 
were  : — One  from  senile  decay,  age  81  ; the  other  from 
rodent  ulcer,  age  57. 

Infectious  Diseases.  — We  had  an  unfortunate  year  in  respect  of 
infectious  diseases.  On  January  20th  a < use  of  diph- 
theria was  notified,  and  the  disease  soon  attacked  other 
children  attending  the  Council  Schools.  Six  more  were 
notified  in  February,  including  the  mother  of  one  of 
the  School  children.  Three  were  notified  in  March,  two 
in  the  first  week  and  one  in  the  last.  None  in  April. 
Two  in  May.  Four  in  June,  and  one  on  Julj'  2ud — A 
total  of  1 7 cases.  1 have  not  been  able  to  discover  how 
the  first  case  became  infocted.  I enquired  into  the 
milk  supply  and  had  specimens  sent  for  examination. 


but  no  diphtheria  bacilli  were  found.  As  there  were 
six  cases  in  February  I took  the  necessary  steps  to  get 
the  School  closed,  which  was  done  on  February  28t]i 
for  a fortnight.  There  was  a single  case  in  the  last 
week  in  March,  notified  on  tlie  2fith,  and  then  none 
until  May  12th.  The  non-recurrence  of  the  dise  ise  for 
such  a length  of  time  sugge.sts  either  the  presence  of 
a carrier  in  the  School  or  another  cause  which  I stated 
in  tny  June  report,  “ I have  a strong  suspicion  that  one 
or  more  cases  have  occurred  of  a mild  character,  that 
have  not  had  medical  treatment,  and  these  would  still, 
in  all  probability,  be  infectious.”  In  June  three 
members  of  a family  living  in  a Court  quite  close  to 
the  first  case  almost  certainly  caught  the  infection  from 
that  first  case’s  cat.  The  father  stated  the  chiLlren 
were  alwa3’s  hugging  the  cat,  which  had  been  ill  for 
3 montlis  or  more.  The  cat  was  killed  and  a postmor- 
tem examination  made,  and  it  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  broncho- pneumonia  and  degenerative  changes  in 
the  kidneys,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases.  The  ''chool- 
rooms  were  thoroughly  disinfected  on  June  18th  ; also 
all  bedrooms  after  the  recovery  of  each  case — One 
case  of  erysipelas  was  notified,  and  one  of  scarlet  fever; 
there  was  no  apparent  cause  for  either  of  them — At 
the  end  of  the  j'ear  162  cases  of  mumps  were  reported 
1)3’  the  School  teachers.  One  case  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  was  notified. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  —The  dairies  were,  without  exception, 
quite  clean  and  well-ventilated,  and  the  cowsheds  kept 
in  a satisfactoiy  condition. 

Slaughterhouses. — These  also  were  well  kept. 


Cottage  Accommodation.— The  cottages  still  keep  up  their 
standard  of  cleanliness.  There  is  no  over-crowding 
anywhere.  We  visited  3-13  cottages,  with  1 ,2-19  inmates, 
less  than  4 in  each  cottage.  There  were  8 empt3’ cottages. 
The  flushing  of  the  conveniences  continues  satisfactory. 
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House  and  Town  Planning. — We  made  au  inspection  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909 
and  found  many  weak  points.  Three  cottages  were 


defective  and  iiave  since  been  put  in  order.  Two  were 


unlit  for  human  habitation  ; one  was  em[)ty,  and  the 
faniilj’  removed  from  the  otliei’.  The  cottages  in  several 
places  are  too  much  crowded  together  so  that  there  is  not 
sudicient  ventilation.  We  found  78  liouses  where  there 
was  no  through  ventilation  ; in  31  of  them  no  improve- 
ment could  be  made  in  any  way  ; in  sevei-al  of  the  otlier 
47  only  by  interfering  with  neighbouring  owners’ 
rio-hts.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  need  to  buihl  some 
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cottages  in  a more  open  situation  and  with  more 
attention  to  sanitary  details  ; perha]>s  the  C’ouucil  may 
see  tlieir  way  before  long  to  do  so. 


Seworage  and  Water. — These  schemes  continue  to  work  (juite 
well.  The  water  is  good  and  plentiful,  being  collected 
on  Dartmoor,  in  pipes  laid  iu  the  giauite  gravel  from 
4 to  12  feet  deep. 

House  Refuse.— This  is  attended  to  the  same  way  as  usual, 
removed  and  disposed  of  by  public  scavenger,  who 
collects  it  3 times  weekly. 

Isolation  Hut.— I under.stand  this  is  decaying  and  will  no  hmger 


be  available. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


